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Lenoir-Rhyne University is dedicated to adhering to copyright law. Consequently, the University urges 
all members of the LR community to become familiar with the principles and rules which govern use of 
works protected by copyright. LR strictly forbids the illegal uploading and downloading, and 
unauthorized distribution of copyrighted materials using the institution’s information technology system, 
which includes peer-to-peer filing sharing of music, videos, books, or other copyrighted materials. In 
addition to civil and/or criminal penalties imposed by the legal system, LR may subject LR community 
members to additional disciplinary sanctions for violation of these policies, suspend internet access 
through the University’s informational technology system, or other measures deemed necessary to stop 
unlawful infringement. Sanctions may range from verbal warnings (with the expectation that such 
behaviors will cease) for first and/or relatively minor offenses, to termination of employment or student 
expulsion in especially egregious and/or continually repeated violations. 
 
What is "copyright" and who cares? 
The right to make copies of another’s work is severely restricted in the United States and throughout the 
world. By securing the benefits of ownership to creators of intellectual property, the government 
encourages production and dissemination of socially valuable creations. Unauthorized use of another 
person’s intellectual property is a form of theft which discourages creativity. 
 
Violation of copyright law carries substantial penalties. Civil and criminal penalties can be imposed for 
copyright infringement, including award of actual and punitive monetary damages. When a member of 
the LR community infringes copyright, s/he may also be exposing to liability the University and 
associated businesses.  
 
However, complying with copyright law is often difficult because of the complexity of the rules which 
govern how and when one can use intellectual property owned by another person or organization. 
Sometimes, individuals may steal others’ intellectual property without knowing it. At the same time, 
persons should not be deterred from using the work of others simply because they are uncertain about 
what is copyrighted, what constitutes "fair use," and how to get permission to use copyrighted works. 
 
What works are protected by copyright law? 
Copyrightable expression is original authorship, fixed in a tangible medium of expression. By this 
standard, mere facts and ideas cannot be copyrighted. In addition, works created by Federal government 
employees, titles and short phrases, and works in the public domain are not protected. Among the types 





matters associated with alleged student violations that do not refer to academic activity) or to the 
appropriate Division Head (on issues associated possible staff violations related to these policies). 

 



Staff/Faculty:  lose network access and must contact the Help Desk to have the infringing 
material removed from their system. Chief Information Officer and user's supervisor is 
notified. Once the infringing material is removed, network access is restored. 
 
SECOND VIOLATION: 
Students: referred to Assistant Provost and Dean of Student Life. Once the student has 
met with the Dean and the infringing material is removed, network access is restored.  
Staff/Faculty: referred to Human Resources or Provost, as appropriate. These offices will 
advise ITS as to restoration of network access. 
 
THIRD AND SUBSEQUENT VIOLATIONS: 
Students: referred to Student Conduct Council including timeframe of restoration of 
access. 
Staff/Faculty: referred to Human Resources or Provost as appropriate including 
timeframe of restoration of access. 
 
Loss of access is part of all violations.  

 
Civil and Criminal Penalties 
Penalties for copyright infringement include civil and criminal penalties. In general, anyone found liable 
for civil copyright infringement may be ordered to pay either actual damages or "statutory" damages 


