


7. Graduating early, graduating late 

Some students graduate early through advanced placement credits, heavy course loads, and summer school courses. The 

advantages are lower educational expenses and the ability to start employment or graduate school earlier. The disadvantages 

may include the sacrifice of academic honors, work experience, and extracurricular and volunteer activities that may 

contribute to a student's maturity level and qualifications. Other students graduate late due to light course loads, academic 

difficulties, changing majors, poor academic advising, lack of direction, or reluctance to leave the cocoon of the college 

environment. Advantages to late graduation include the ability to improve grades with light class loads, extra time to change 

majors, the ability to take additional electives to improve marketability, and extra time to gain more career-related or 

leadership experience. Disadvantages to late graduation arehetaiocareer
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